WILDLIFE
EMERGENCY
RESPONSE

Truck Stop

An injured brushtail
possum gets an @xam
on a foldout table on

the side of a TVS truck.

Built-in drawers in the
vehicle are filled with
bandages, wound-
cleaning supplies,
medications, surgical

equipment, and more.

Is a critter in
distress? These
animal doctors
are on the way!

WORDS BY ELIZABETH HILFRANK
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DOUG GIMESY

It’s early morning in Australia when the
phone rings at Wildlife Victoria. A kan-
garoo has been found injured by the
road, and moving it might make things
worse. Luckily, help is on the way!
Wildlife Victoria runs a Traveling
Veterinary Service (TVS) that’s ready
to assist animals in distress. Soon,a
veterinarian and a nurse hop into a
special truck that’s been refitted to
hold the basic necessities of a vet

~4q
c
’90

AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA

clinic. Then, they rush their animal
ambulance to the scene.

Most vet clinics treat animals that
come to them. But TVS brings expert
care directly to injured animals across
Victoria, a state in Australia. In addi-
tion to helping animals, like the
wounded roo that would be too dan-
gerous to move, the team provides
care in emergency situations such as
wildfires, floods, and car accidents. TVS

also offers vet services to licensed vol-
unteer wildlife carers who help rehabil-
itate sick animals in their homes.

“We created the TVS to help more
injured animals faster;” head veteri-
narian Jessica McCutchan says. In
the past year, TVS treated 1,439
patients from 91 different species!
Keep reading for a closer look at
how these caring vets on wheels are
protecting Australia’s animals.

House Visit

Many licensed wildlife rehabbers
in Victoria care for animals in
their own homes, which can be
hours away from a wildlife hospital.
So instead of these caregivers
driving long distances with injured
animals—and potentially leaving
other animals behind unattended—
TVS veterinarians come to the
rehabbers’ homes. Above, vet
Emily Graham arrives at Joey and
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Bat Sanctuary, a licensed wildlife
shelter in a private home.
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NS> Kangaroo Care

This baby eastern gray kangaroo was rescued as an
orphan. Now at Joey and Bat Sanctuary, the young roo
gets an exam from Graham. Here, the vet checks the
joey’s heart rate.
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Wing Check

Baxter, a gray-headed flying fox,
was found caught in the netting
of a playground. Graham (left)
and nurse Camilla Woods use
medicinal gas to make Baxter fall
asleep safely before they carefully
examine his body and wings for
bruising from the entanglement.

Sometimes called
flying gardeners,
flying foxes are pollinators.

Certain rainforest
trees depend on these
bats to disperse
their seeds.

Bat Bones

While Baxter is still asleep, Graham
and Woods carefully tape the bat'’s
feet, thumbs, and wings to a digital
x-ray plate to scan his bones. This scan
will ensure they didn’t miss any injuries
on the gray-headed flying fox when
they did their physical exam.

Good news! The x-ray reveals no
broken bones, so Baxter will be
released back to the wild as soon as
he's regained his strength.
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SNACK ATTACK

Don’t toss your banana peel or apple core out
he window when you're riding in a car. Leaving
ood near roads encourages animals to come
lose, where they can be injured by vehicles.
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WATCH THE ROAD

Ask your parents to keep
> an eye out for animals when

they’re driving—critters

NEXT often need to cross busy
streets to move from one
_ 2 M'I section of their habitat to

another. When you’re in
the car, you can keep a
lookout, too!

LEASH UP

Keep your pup on a leash. Unleashed dogs
sometimes chase after wild animals, which
can scare the animals and cause them to
abandon their babies or hurt themselves.
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PLANT NATIVE

People often plant non-native flowers, trees,
and bushes in their gardens—these are species
that don’t belong in the habitat. But local
animals often can’t eat these plants. Ask your
parents to plant natives in your yard instead.

NIX NETS
Animals that fly or
climb can get tan-
gled in nets. After
you're done play-
ing outside, put
away your soccer,
volleyball, or other
sports netting.

MAKE THE CALL
Look up your local
wildlife rehabbers
and animal shelters
and save their tele-
phone numbers.
That way, you'll have
an action plan ready
in case you find an
animal in distress.

Heated
Healing

Donald, an eastern
gray kangaroo joey,
fell out of his mom’s
pouch when she was
hopping away from a
dog. He is being cared
for at a shelter called
Bunurong Wildlife
Care, but he needs a
veterinary checkup.
Donald is less than six
months old, so his fur
hasn’t grown in yet.
To keep the joey warm,
the TVS care team
places him on a heated
blanket. Then they give
Donald medicinal gas to
keep him asleep while
they perform an x-ray.
Except for some
scrapes and bruises,
Donald is injury free.

The TVS team gives
Donald the OK to
stay at Bunurong until
he's big enough to

be released back into
the wild.

At birth,
an eastern gray
kangaroo is smaller

than a cherry. It will
stay with its mother
for about a year.

Expert X-Ray
After using a portable
machine to take an x-ray of
an eastern gray kangaroo
at Bunurong Wildlife Care,
vet Anita Tolpinrud reviews
the joey's scan. She's check-
ing for any breaks in the
animal’s hip or knee.
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, has been trained to know how
~ Kangaroo to make kangaroos feel com-

H fortable without letting them
K'sses get too attached to humans.
‘ | TVS vet Tolpinrud greets an This joey is sitting in a fabric
orphaned eastern gray kan- pouch that mimics the feeling
garoo that's growing up at of being in its mom’s pouch.
Bunurong Wildlife Care. Asa  Eventually, the kangaroo will
professional vet, Tolpinrud be released back to the area

— EChidna Exqm ready to be released back

to the wild. But she needs a
This short-beaked echidna  final checkup first.

was found on the side of Because echidnas defend
the road with an injured themselves by curling
beak after she'd been up into a ball, Tolpinrud
hit by a car. Carers at (left) and carer Linda
Bunurong Wildlife Care Petitt give Candy medici-
think that after recovering  nal gas to make her fall

at the shelter for eight asleep and uncurl. This

weeks, the echidna—now way, they can examine
named Candy—might be all parts of her body.

Spiky Scan
TVS nurse Lee Moon
holds Candy the echidna
on top of a portable
x-ray plate. The scan
confirms Candy’s beak
fracture has completely
healed, and she's ready
to be released back to
where she was found.
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where it was found, along
with other orphaned roos.

Thanks to on-the-move
vets like Tolpinrud—and
the rest of TVS's caregivers—
more of Victoria's animals
are getting the second
chance they deserve to
thrive in the wild.




	SKM_C300i26031908100
	SKM_C300i26031908120

